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RAT PLAGUE AT SEATTLE. 

Seven plague-infected rats were found at Seattle, Wash., between 
September 30 and October 18, 1913. These rats were found along 
the water front. The municipal health department is actively 
engaged in the trapping and poisoning of rats and the rat proofing 
of buildings in the vicinity in which the infected rodents were found. 
Officers of the United States Public Health Service have charge of 
the inspection and disinfection of arriving and departing vessels to 
prevent the spread of the disease by ships. 



BIRTH REGISTRATION. 
CAMPAIGN OF THE INDIANA STATE BOARD OP HEALTH. 

The Indiana State Board of Health is exerting itself to secure 
more accurate birth reports and has adopted a plan to bring the 
importance of birth registration before the women. The board has 
a traveling exhibit, passing from town to town spending one week 
in each place. This public health exhibit consists of charts, dia- 
grams, mottoes, pictures, maps, photographs, pathological specimens, 
etc. The exhibit is usually displayed in an empty storeroom with 
banners across the street to attract attention. The coming of the 
exhibit is announced in the schools and churches, and advertised in 
the local papers two weeks ahead. The exhibit is under the charge 
of two men who do nothing else. They carry a stereopticon, show- 
ing both still and moving pictures and give illustrated lectures twice 
a day. The schools are visited, the pupils receive special instruc- 
tions in general hygiene, the teachers and school authorities are 
assembled, and the social clubs of the town join in the work. 

Dr. Hurty, secretary of the State board of health, states that the 
special feature adopted this year is to arouse an interest among the 
women in birth registration by offering a prize to the young married 
woman who will present the most names of other women promising 
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to talk up the necessities and advantages of accurate birth registra- 
tion. The prize which will be offered is a year's subscription to the 
Mothers' Magazine. 

The Indiana State Board of Health is preparing a Mothers' Baby 
Book. It will be bound in cloth, and treats simply and briefly of the 
cpxe of the baby. This book will be sent to every mother when her 
first child is born, together with a letter of congratulation from the 
board. The letter will have something to say regarding registration, 
and will therefore advance that particular feature. 



PARALYSIS DURING ANTIRABIC TREATMENT. 

A REPORT OF TWO CASES IN WHICH PARALYSIS OCCURRED DURING THE COURSE OF 

ANTIRABIC TREATMENT. 

By H. K. Hasseltine, Passed Assistant Surgeon, United States Public Health Service. 

While the administration of the Pasteur antirabic treatment gives 
no serious complications or sequelae in a large percentage of cases, 
there are occasional exceptions, which make it impossible to say that 
it is always harmless. Many persons who have taken the treatment 
complain of minor and vague symptoms, usually due to a neurotic 
element in the patient, which complaints can not be definitely 
attributed to the treatment. 

However, there is one condition occasionally seen in these patients 
that seems to be the direct result of the treatment, viz, paralysis, 
more or less complete, and often sufficiently extensive to be a cause 
of anxiety as to the final result. 

But few cases of this paralysis have been reported in America. 
Jones ' reports two cases seen personally and adds reports of two 
others. Stimson 2 alludes to another case in 1910. At that time 
Stimson stated that about 76 cases with 4 deaths had been reported. 

After searching the subsequent literature, I have found no cases 
reported, but in the reports on file at the Hygienic Laboratory from 
various Pasteur institutes that obtain virus from the Hygienic Labo- 
ratory and are under the supervision of their respective State and 
city boards of health, I find three cases of paralysis noted, the whole 
number of cases treated being 3,115. 

In 1910 a report from California states, under heading of compli- 
cations: "Paralysis, one case, very slight." In 1911 a report from 
Alabama states: "One case of paralysis, transient." In 1912 the 
North Carolina report says: "One patient developed paralysis on the 

' Jones: Journal American Medical Assn., 1909, vol. 53, p. 1625. 

•Stimson: Facts and Problems of Rallies, Bulletin No. 05. U. S. Public Wealth and Marine Hospital 
Service, Washington, pp. 70-73. 



